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Dear Colvin Run Families, 
 

We had a wonderful opening with happy children who were greeted by an incredible and enthusiatic 
staff. We are looking forward to another amazing year at Colvin Run Elementary School (CRES). The 
staff and PTO continued to work throughout the summer to ensure that our children experience and 
benefit from integrated, enhanced and enriching learning opportunities. Our school is already buzzing 
with excited staff, students, and parents who are working together as we continue our collective 
commitment to provide students with a 21st century educational experience and caring culture. 
 

We were able to start the 4th- 6th grade D-R-A-G-O-N specials schedule the second day of school and 
all K-3rd grade specials started as well.  A huge thank you to all of our teachers and specialists for all 
of their work to ensure all students made it to their specials on time.  The current  D-R-A-G-O-N 
schedule day is always listed on the Colvin Run Elementary  calendar found on the CRES homepage 
www.fcps.edu/colvinrunes.  The letter day of the D-R-A-G-O-N schedule is also posted on the Front 
Office window each day to remind students regarding what is needed for their specials. 
 

Working together, we are confident Colvin Run will continue to be an amazing school focused on a 
caring culture to support the personal and academic growth of every child.  
 

Take care, 
Mr. Junge and Mrs. Carmack 

                           On  the  Run 
A Bi-                                                     Weekly Newsletter of Colvin Run Elementary 

                                                            August 30, 2017                            
                                                         www.fcps.edu/colvinrunes           www.crespto.org 

                                                         www.facebook.com/cresdragons 
 

Attendance, Early Dismissals, Late Arrivals and Transportation Changes: http://goo.gl/FY31R0 

Main Office: 703-757-3000                                          Health Room: 703-757-3010  

http://www.fcps.edu/colvinrunes
http://www.fcps.edu/colvinrunes
http://www.crespto.org/
http://www.facebook.com/cresdragons
http://goo.gl/FY31R0


 
 

Thank you to Wheat’s Landscaping        (Back) 
 
Sincere thanks to Wheat’s Landscaping for donating their services and 
providing the Fall clean-up of our school landscaping.  We appreciate 
your help in keeping Colvin Run a safe and beautiful environment. 
 

 
 

 
 
Student Absences, Late Arrivals, Early Dismissals and Change of Transportation 
                (Back) 
Please complete the form on our CRES website for all Student Absences, Late Arrivals, Early 
Dismissals, and Transportation Changes.  This is the most efficient and effective way to communicate 
with the school .  Once opened on an iPhone or iPad, you can click “Add to Home Screen” to turn this 
form into an app you can easily access from your mobile device.  Please click the link to access: 
http://goo.gl/FY31R0. For Transportation changes, your online entry generates a Pink note to notify 
the students of the change. 
 
For safety reasons, changes in transportation involving a child riding a different bus home 
than they are assigned or with another student will not be allowed until October 2nd. 
 
 

Morning Arrival and Afternoon Dismissal Reminder    (Back) 
 

The school hours are 9:20 AM - 4:20 PM Monday through Friday. In the interests of safety, it is very 
important that you do not drop your child off before 8:55 AM. There is no supervision for students 
before this time. Students will wait in the cafeteria until 9:05 AM at which time they will be released to 
the classrooms. 
 
This is a reminder that parents cannot park on Trap Road to pick up students in the afternoon or stop 
in the front of the bus lane to drop them off in the morning.  Trap Road is designated as a No 
Parking Zone in front of the school.  When cars are parking on Trap Road, it causes our buses to get 
blocked or needing to travel into the oncoming lane of traffic to arrive safely to school.  We 
understand that parents are in a hurry to drop students off to school and pick them up.  The safety of 
our students is our top priority, and we appreciate if you would use the Kiss and Ride area 
and Short-Term Parking to safely drop students off and pick them up.  
 
Please reference the map and procedures at the end of this newsletter for more information. 
 
 

Forgotten Lunch and Instrument Drop-off Location    (Back) 
 
To make it easier for parents to drop off forgotten lunches and 
instruments, we have moved the location to the wall nearest the 
cafeteria.  If your child forgot their lunch or instrument, please:  

 drop off the lunch/instrument,  

 write their name on a piece of paper 

 put that paper in the plastic sleeve.   
 
Your child will be able to easily identify the forgotten item. 
 

http://goo.gl/FY31R0


 

Parking at School          (Back) 
 

Parking on Trap Road is illegal, even if it is just to pick up your child afterschool.  If you must 

pick up your child afterschool, please park on the basketball court or upper parking lot and walk into 

the school to meet your child.  We ask that you be mindful of the posted parking signs.  Failure to 

comply with these parking regulations results in unsafe situations for our children, buses, and passing 

vehicles.   

 

Parking is available in the Upper Parking Lot (enter Door 1-front of school) and overflow 

parking is available on the Basketball Courts (Enter Door 4-back of school). There is no parking 

in the Lower Parking Lot as this is reserved for Bus Parking only.  During our Meet Your Teacher 

Open House and Back To School Nights, we have secured Andrew Chapel for overflow parking. For 

certain school-wide events, the Lower Parking Lot WILL also be available for additional parking.  

 
 

Volunteering at School         (Back) 
 
We love our Volunteers!  Colvin Run Elementary School has an 

amazing school community and welcomes family members to visit 

their children for lunch or volunteer in the classroom.  Our volunteers 

are a great resource to our teachers and staff and positively impact 

our school and the great things we can accomplish with our students.  

All volunteers are required to sign in at our new volunteer/visitor 

kiosk located in the Front Office, using a Driver’s License, to 

receive a Volunteer name badge.  Any visitors to our school will 

also sign in, using a Driver’s License, to receive a Visitor name 

badge. 

 

Parents and community members are invited to participate by 

contacting a PTO officer, classroom PTO Room Parent, the 

classroom teacher, or the school office.  Volunteers typically work 

with students, assist in the library, help with art projects, perform clerical jobs, classroom support, 

prepare instructional materials, or work on PTO projects.  Schedules and responsibilities are as 

varied as our volunteers and their many talents. 

 
 
 

CRES (Children Reading Every Summer) Reading sheet    (Back) 

Please bring your completed CRES (Children Reading Every Summer) Reading sheet with you 
during the first week of school if you have not already dropped it off at school.  You may put your 
sheet in the collection box located in the front lobby.  We will hang up all of the pictures throughout 
the school to highlight the wonderful books you enjoyed over the summer.   This sheet is on the last 
page of this issue of our “On The Run” newsletter.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CogAT Test Reminder from Mrs. Carmack       (Back) 
 
The 2nd grade students will take the FCPS Custom Form Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) on Oct. 
11, 12, & 13th from 9:30-10:30 a.m. each day. The 2nd grade teachers will administer a practice test 
on Wednesday, October 4th during the morning to familiarize the students with the test format.  
FCPS will only administer the CogAT in October during the 2017-2018 school year. Students must 
wait at least 6 months between retaking any group ability tests.  
 
Parents in 3rd-6th grades, who wish to take advantage of the “One Time Retest” are to make the 
request in writing to Mrs. Carmack by Friday, September 29th.  
 
All parents with students new to FCPS, that do not have a cognitive test score and parents of 
students in grades 3-6 who have requested a “One-Time Retest”, will receive a verification letter on 
Oct. 2nd via student backpacks. These students will take the CogAT on Oct. 17-19th from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. 
 
 

Class of 2017 6th Grade Gift        (Back) 
 
A big thank you to our 2016-17 sixth grade students for their generous donation 
to our school.  Each year, our sixth grade class leaves a gift to the school, and 
we were thrilled to use last year’s money to purchase a  Water Bottle Filling 
Station for our school.  The students are so excited to utlize the Water Bottle 
Filling Station as they refill their water bottles, help to decrease our use of plastic 
water bottles, and lessen our footprint on the world.  PTO will be selling CRES 
reusable water bottles at our PTO Movie Night, September 8th.  The Digital 
Counter shows students our students have “helped eliminate waste from 125 
disposable plastic bottles” so far this school year. 
 
 
 

Welcome from the AART          (Back) 
 

I am excited to introduce myself as your new AART.  My name is Alyssa Grabel and I have been 
working within FCPS for seven years. Prior to moving to the area, I was teaching in New York on 
Long Island. I am looking forward to getting to know the Colvin Run community. Please feel free to 
direct your questions my way pertaining to our program here at Colvin Run. Be on the lookout for 
information regarding our Parent Information Night and other deadlines. I will also be communicating 
information through our Blackboard site that will be available by Back-to-School Night.  
 
My role as AART is to support the implementation of the continuum of Advanced Academic Services. 
This year, I will be leading and co-teaching lessons, as well as pulling small groups of students. 
Please refer to the article in this newsletter, which details Level I through Level 4 services for 
elementary school students.  
 
Screening for Advanced Academic Program services is also an important part of my role at Colvin 
Run. Look for more information to come in On the Run, and on the CRES Specials Blackboard site 
regarding screening deadlines and instructions. Please click here to learn more information 
regarding the AAP levels of service.   
 
Feel free to e-mail me if you have any questions angrabel@fcps.edu.  
 
I look forward to getting to know your children this year! 
 

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/elementary-school-academics-k-6/advanced-academics


 

School Community Diversity Survey       (Back) 
 

There are many different countries, languages and cultures 
represented at Colvin Run.  As we continue to find ways to celebrate 
our diversity, we purchased flags to hang in our cafeteria to recognize 
our culturally diverse school community.  To ensure we have flags of 
all countries our students represent,  please take a few minutes to 
complete this ‘one question’ survey, so we can reference the results 
as we purchase  more flags from those countries  not yet 
represented.  We are very proud to have 63 flags now hanging in our 
Cafeteria to celebrate the countries of our students.  
 

Click here to take the one question survey.  Due Date: September 22nd.  
 

 

Back To School Night Information       (Back) 
 
We look forward to welcoming parents to our “Back To School Night” evening presentations.  This 
parent only event allows you to hear from Mr. Junge, PTO, and the teachers regarding what you and 
your child can expect this school year.  
September 6th  Back to School Night (Grades K-3),  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
September 18th  Back to School Night (Grades 4-6),  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
  
Schedule:  

1. New Parent Meeting w/Principal & PTO CRES Theater  6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
2. Room Parent Meeting w/ PTO  CRES Library  6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
3. General Session w/ Principal & PTO   Cafeteria  7:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
4. Grade Level & Teacher presentations TBA locations 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

 
Each grade level teacher team will have a whole grade presentation with a general overview of grade 
level curriculum, expectations, etc. followed by the classroom teacher presentations to speak more 
specifically about how that information translates into your child’s classroom.  If you have children at 
different grade levels, you may need to split your time between the different grade level 
presentations.  Each presentation will occur one time during the evening.  An announcement will be 
made at 8:00 p.m. to remind parents who need to visit other classrooms to please make that 
transition.  A more detailed plan will be sent via KIT message as we near the dates.  We look forward 
to welcoming Ms. Janie Strauss, our School Board Representative, to our Back To School Night in 
the Cafeteria at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Please click here to watch the Back To School videos from our FCPS School Board Member Ryan 
McElveen. 
Please click here to watch the Back To School videos from our FCPS School Board Member Illyong 
Moon. 
 
 

Back to School Transitions: Tips for Parents     (Back) 
School Counselors Ms. Allen and Ms. Mertens 
 
Getting a new school year off to a good start can influence children’s attitude, confidence, and 
performance both socially and academically.  The transition from August to September can be difficult 
for both children and parents.  The degree of adjustment depends on the child but parents can help 
their children (and the rest of the family) manage the increased pace of life by planning ahead, being 
realistic, and maintaining a positive attitude.  Click here to learn more about how you can help your 
child during this transition. 

http://goo.gl/forms/b7ouAHBzgvaf6TNn2
https://youtu.be/WjfTmO5a7BQ
https://youtu.be/iZMkyvZ_99s
http://www.nasponline.org/resources/home_school/b2shandout.pdf


 

 
Lunch Schedule 2017-18         (Back) 
 
 

Gr. Teacher Monday - Friday Table 

 Start Time End Time  

1st Crewalk 11:00 AM 11:30 AM 7 

1st Baker 11:00 AM 11:30 AM 8 

1st Moon 11:05 AM 11:35 AM 9 

1st Abernathy/Hoff 11:05 AM 11:35 AM 10 

2nd Loving 11:10 AM 11:40 AM 1 

2nd Canaga 11:10 AM 11:40 AM 2 

2nd McIlhenney 11:15 AM 11:45 AM 3 

2nd Edwards 11:15 AM 11:45 AM 4 

3rd Ball 11:40 AM 12:10 PM 5 

3rd Hunt 11:40 AM 12:10 PM 6 

3rd Simanson 11:40 AM 12:10 PM 7 

3rd Zvijac 11:45 AM 12:15 PM 8 

3rd Patterson 11:45 AM 12:15 PM 9 

3rd Alexander 11:45 AM 12:15 PM 10 

6th Andrade 12:10 PM 12:40 PM 1 

6th Hansen 12:10 PM 12:40 PM 2 

6th Pollock 12:10 PM 12:40 PM 3 

6th Ellenbogen 12:15 PM 12:45 PM 4 

6th Gray 12:15 PM 12:45 PM 5 

5th Henry 12:25 PM 12:55 PM 6 

5th Zortman 12:25 PM 12:55 PM 7 

5th Ruffner 12:25 PM 12:55 PM 8 

5th Bunch 12:30 PM 1:00 PM 9 

5th Pfeffer-Hahn 12:30 PM 1:00 PM 10 

K Reed 12:45 PM 1:15 PM 1 

K Scarboro 12:45 PM 1:15 PM 2 

K Chadwell 12:45 PM 1:15 PM 3 

4th Witt 12:55 PM 1:25PM 4 

4th Seiler 12:55 PM 1:25PM 5 

4th Bittner 1:00 PM 1:30 PM 6 

4th Hausman 1:00 PM 1:30 PM 7 

4th Carroll 1:00 PM 1:30 PM 8 

 



Children Reading Every Summer 

 
Over the summer, I enjoyed reading __________________________  
 
written by _______________________________. 
                                                                                           

 
Glue a picture of you reading your book here! 

 
One thing I learned from this book was __________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________. 

       

 
I would recommend this book to my friends to read because  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
Name ___________________    Grade _______________ 
 
 
 
 
 

  



             
  Colvin Run Elementary School     (Back) 
      Kiss and Ride Procedures 

 

 Staff members are outside to assist each morning and afternoon; please follow their directions to keep 

Kiss and Ride running safely, smoothly and efficiently. 

 To minimize Kiss and Ride traffic, we recommend that students take the bus if possible. 

 To keep children away from moving cars pulling around the loop, children should always enter and exit 

the car from the curb side of the car. 

 Please pull all the way up to the first available spots next to the curb nearest the Kiss and Ride area as 

marked below.  Unless the staff members direct otherwise, this location is the only ‘Safe Loading and 

Unloading Zone’ for students.   

 Parents should stay inside the car and children should exit the car independently.  Staff members are 

available if assistance is needed. 

 Always pull forward, and do not back up.  Please be patient and wait for the car in front of you to leave 

unless directed by staff. 

 The speed limit in the parking lot should not exceed 5 miles per hour as you follow the traffic pattern in 

the parking lot.   

 There is no parking allowed in front of the school on Trap Road.  These are travel lanes for traffic 

driving by our school and is an unsafe location for students and parents. 

 There are limited short-term parking spots located in the upper parking lot and additional parking is 

available on the basketball court. Use these spots when parking to help the Kiss and Ride traffic flow. 

 We know that many of you are busy, and we appreciate your patience in the Kiss and Ride line whiling 

minimizing radio and cell phone distractions.  The safety of our students is our main priority! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           30-minute Parking Lots- follow        arrows on map 

           Kiss & Ride “Safe Zone”- follow        arrows on map 

Students exit the vehicle once inside the “Safe Zone” 

sidewalk area for drop off in the morning.  Students meet 

their cards in the “Safe Zone” for pick up in the afternoon. 

When exiting Kiss & Ride 

-Stay to the right and watch for cars 

entering/leaving the parking lot. 

Basketball Courts 



 

 

Morning Drop Off Procedures 

 Kiss and Ride begins at 8:55 a.m. No adults are available to monitor before 8:55 a.m.  

 The Kiss and Ride route is shown on the map. If you are going to drop your students off at the Kiss and 

Ride area, please follow that route.  

 Children should always exit the car on the curb side of the car as soon as they are within the “Safe 

Loading/Unloading Zone” marked along the sidewalk. This “Safe Unloading Zone” allows 6-7 

vehicles to drop off students simultaneously.  

 If you are next in the Kiss and Ride line, please pull up to the end of the ‘Safe Unloading Zone’ for 

students.  Pulling up to the ‘Safe Unloading Zone’ allows for cars behind you to pull up as well.  

 Please start saying your goodbye’s early. Kiss and Ride is intended to be a means to drop your child off 

quickly.  

 If you are going to park and walk your student into school, you may park in the middle row 

parking spaces (Enter using Door 1) or short term on the basketball court (Enter using Door 4).  

 Staff members are outside each morning to assist and ensure the safety of your child.  Please follow their 

directions.  

 If your child needs extra time, or want to see your child enter the school, please park your car in an 

empty parking space or on the basketball court and escort your child into the school (Door 4).  

 Stay to the right when exiting the Kiss and Ride line as there will be parents pulling in and out of the 

parking lot and 30-minute parking spaces.  

 Please remember the tardy bell rings at 9:20 a.m.  

 

Afternoon Pick-up Procedures 

 Kiss and Ride begins at 4:05 p.m.  Make a line so that cars may pass on the left to park. 

 Parents/Guardians should display a Last Name sign on the dashboard or passenger visor of their car.  

This sign will be provided to you at the beginning of the school year and will show the LAST NAME of 

your child.  There is also a number under your Last Name sign so we can identify the grade level of your 

oldest child and differentiate between families with the same last name.  If you ever misplace your sign, 

please feel free to create your own replacement or contact the Main Office. 

 Keep your Last Name sign visible until you have picked up your child.  

 You may also choose to write your children’s names and their grade levels on the sign. 

 All Kiss and Ride students will be seated in the cafeteria and await direction to meet your car when you 

have reached the ‘Safe Loading Zone’. 

 An adult with a walkie-talkie will read the Last Name sign as you pull up.  This adult will be 

communicating with another staff member inside the school, who will then direct your child to the Kiss 

and Ride area.  The students will be called by their last name, so please remind your child to listen for 

their Last Name being called.   

 Please pull all the way to the ‘Safe Loading Zone’ next to the curb nearest the Kiss and Ride area shown 

on the map.  Do Not Block the Box nearest the basketball court, so cars may park. 

 If you are next in line, keep to the right and pull all the way up to the front of the Kiss and Ride area. 

 Please ensure your child always enters the car on the curb side of the car.  This will keep them away 

from cars moving around the loop. 

 If your child is not ready to be picked up when you arrive, please follow staff directions to move 

forward, and your child will be brought to you when they arrive. 

 If you are going to park and meet your student in the school, please drive to the left of the Kiss 

and Ride line and park in an open parking space (Door 1) or on the basketball court (Door 4) to 

meet your child in the Main Lobby.  Do Not Park on Trap Road. 
 

               
 

 



 
 
Dragon Gazette       (Back) 

August 30, 2017 
 
 

Colvin Run Spirit Wear Now Available Online! 

Show your support for our school by purchasing CRES spirit wear online this fall!   Our online store is now 

open for orders through Friday, September 15
th
. After September 15

th
, our store will close until next 

spring so be sure to get your CRES gear while you can!  Spirit Wear items will be available within 2-3 

weeks after the store closes and will be delivered to each classroom. 

 

Click Here For Our Online Store! 

 

Questions?  Please email je_howard@hotmail.com  

 

 

Colvin Run Water Bottles Now Available! 

New CRES Water Bottles are now available! Available for purchase at Back To School Nights on 
September 6

th
 and September 18

th
!  These are a great way to show your school pride and use the new 

water filters available this school year!  Water bottles are $10. 

 
 
 

  

https://www.agpestores.com/restonshirt/groupproducts.php?prodgroup_id=18130&prodgroupbypass=true
mailto:je_howard@hotmail.com


CRES Movie Night 2017 
 
Koala Buster Moon has one last chance to save his beloved theater so he 
launches the world's greatest singing contest. Five special contestants 
enter the contest hoping for their big break. This inspiring animated 
musical from the creators of Despicable Me will make you cheer. 
  
Date: Friday, September 8th | Rain date: Friday, September 15th 
 
Time: 6:30 P.M. doors open; 7:30 P.M. movie begins 
  
Tickets: Order online here; $5/person or $10 maximum per family 
 
Concessions: There will be pizza, popcorn, water and candy for sale. 
  
Volunteers are needed! Sign up here  
 
Questions? Please contact cresevents@gmail.com. 
 

 

As we gear up for back to school - AtoZ Directories is already hard at work on 
our directory for the 2017-2018 school year! Advertising in the CRES directory is a great way 
to connect directly with families in our community and support our school. 
 
If your business would like to advertise in the CRES directory, please contact Lori Mankin for more 
information. Here is a link to the rate card, with an advertising opportunity for every budget.  As an 
FYI, there are only a few premium spots still available because they usually sell quickly. 
  

 

 

 We'll have lots of fun ways to get involved at CRES this year - watch this space for more information 
as volunteer opportunities become available. 

Room Parents 

If you're interested in becoming a room parent, please email cresroomparent@gmail.com  

Movie Night Volunteers  

If you can help with Movie Night, please sign up here.  

https://crespto.membershiptoolkit.com/Open_Forms
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b4bacac2ba46-cres12
mailto:cresevents@gmail.com
mailto:Lori@atozdirectories.com
https://atozdirectories.box.com/s/l1mn6p8y5invy1ypp3bppc2k3fyvj3bb
https://atozdirectories.box.com/s/l1mn6p8y5invy1ypp3bppc2k3fyvj3bb
mailto:cresroomparent@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b4bacac2ba46-cres12

